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And, conversely, when the man dies, his bush soul can no
longer find a place of rest, but goes mad and rushes into the
fire or charges people and is knocked on the head, and that
is an end of it. When a person is sick, the diviner will
sometimes tell him that his bush soul is angry at being
neglected; thereupon the patient will make an offering to
the offended spirit and deposit it in a tiny hut in the forest
at the spot where the animal, which is his external soul,
was last seen. If the bush soul is appeased, the patient
recovers ; but if it is not, he dies. Yet the foolish bush
soul does not understand that in injuring the man it injures
itself, and that it cannot long survive his decease.1

Such is the account which Miss Kingsley gives of the Further
bush souls of the Calabar negroes. Some, fresh particulars as
are furnished by Mr. Richard Henshaw, Agent for Native Calabar
Affairs at Calabar. He tells us that a man may only marry b^Sh souls.
a woman who has the same sort of bush soul as himself;
for example, If his bush soul is a leopard, his wife also must
have a leopard for her bush soul. Further, we learn from
Mr. Henshaw that a person's bush soul need not be that
either of his father or of his mother. For example, a child
with a hippopotamus for his bush soul may be born into a
family, all the members of which have wild pigs for their
bush souls; this happens when the child is a reincarnation
of a man whose external soul was a hippopotamus. In such
a case, if the parents object to the intrusion of an alien soul,
they may call in a medicine-man to check its growth and
finally abolish it altogether, after which they will give the
child their own bush soul. Or they may leave the matter
over till the child comes of age, when he will choose a bush
soul for himself with the help of a medicine-man, who will also
select the piece of bush or water in which the chosen animal
lives. When a man dies, then the animal which contains his
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